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Amendments to the Claims 



The current status of the claims is as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A collection device comprising: 

a fluid-holding vessel fo i l i u lJiuR^IliiiJ&ubhUmu,, wliuuiirfm vessehwmprrees comprising 
an open end, a closed end and a side wall having an inner surface; mrct 
a specimen retrieval contained within the vessel: and 

a pierceable cap fixed onto the open end of the vessel, wherein the cap positions the having 
means for positioni n g a specimen retrieval device along the inner surface of the vessel, such that the 
specimen retrieval device does not significantly interfere with the movement of a fluid transfer 
device either into or out of the collection device when the cap is fixedlrassoc i aicd with the vessel . 

2. (Original) The collection device of claim 1, wherein the specimen retrieval device 
is a swab having a handle member, 

3. (Currently Amended) The collection device of claim 2, wherein the handle member 
includes a score line to facilitate removing a portion of the handle prior to fixedly assaeiating fixing 
the cap with onto the open end of the vessel 

4. Canceled 

5. (Currently Amended) The collection device of clai m 4 1, wherein the fluid transfer 
device is a plastic pipette tip. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The collection device of claim 5, wherein the pmiwablc 
purticm uf the cap can be pe n etrated pierced by the pipette tip with the application of less than 8 
pounds force. 

7. (Currently Amended) The collection device of claim 4 rmthftr comprising 1 . wherein 
the cap further comprises a wick for inhibiting the release of an aerosol or bubbles from the 
collection device. 

8. (Original) The collection device of claim 7, wherein the wick is a pile fabric. 

9. (Original) The collection device of claim 7, wherein the cap includes a seal for 
retaining the wick within the cap, 

10. (Currently Amended) The collection device of claim 4 i, wherein the paicLrablc 
po r tion of the cap has a generally conical inner wall that includes a plurality of radial ly extending 
striations. 

11. (Currently Amended) The collection device of claim 1, wherein the cap and the 
vessel include mated threads and the cap is screwed onto the open end of the vessel. 

12. Canceled 

13. (Original) The collection device of claim 1, wherein the cap and the vessel are each 
formed from a plastic resin. 

Claims 14-25 (Canceled) 



PAGE 5/9 * RCVD AT 6/22/2006 10:24:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 18584108928 ^ DURATION (mm-ss):0M8 



Page 4 of 8 



